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Chair Barnes, Vice Chair Kaiser, and Members of the Committee: 
 
My name is Sean Robins, and I serve as Director of Advocacy for the National Association for College 
Admission Counseling (NACAC), representing more than 28,000 school counselors, admission 
professionals, and college access leaders nationwide. I submit this testimony in support of HB700 and 
the creation of a direct admission policy in the state of Maryland. 
 
As of today, 16 states have implemented some form of direct admission. The goal is simple: reduce 
unnecessary barriers in the college application process and provide students with greater clarity and 
confidence about their postsecondary options. 
 
There are many successful models. In North Carolina, students with a 2.8 GPA or higher as rising seniors 
meet one of the core requirements for direct admission. In Riverside County, California, a pilot program 
proactively sent direct admit letters to 17,000 students who earned at least a 2.5 GPA in required 
courses. Of those 17,000 students, 13,200 followed up on their offer of admission. Following that pilot’s 
success, Governor Newsom signed legislation expanding the policy statewide so that every eligible high 
school senior receives a proactive letter of acceptance to a California State University. 
 
Direct admission began in Idaho in 2015, and more than a decade of data show measurable results. First-
time undergraduate enrollment increased by 4 to 8 percent — an average of 50 to 100 additional 
students per campus. In-state enrollment increased by 8 to 15 percent — about 80 to 140 additional 
students per campus. The most significant enrollment gains occurred at two-year, open-enrollment 
institutions. 
 
A study published in Inside Higher Ed, drawing on data from Niche, found that the most popular areas of 
study among direct admit students were health and medicine, STEM, social sciences, and business — 
fields that are critical to workforce demand and Maryland’s economic competitiveness. 
 
HB700 is an evidence-based, student-centered policy. It simplifies the process, increases enrollment, 
strengthens in-state participation, and aligns with workforce needs. NACAC supports HB700 and urges a 
favorable report. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Sean Robins  
Director of Advocacy 
National Association for College Admission Counseling 
legislative@nacacnet.org  

https://www.nacacnet.org/
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ncan.org%2Fnews%2F715520%2FDoes-Direct-Admissions-Work-What-the-Research-Says.htm&data=05%7C02%7CSRobins%40nacacnet.org%7Cdd0d507aeedb474eef5f08de6a7b8201%7C477f44d4a7b84558b16ee27497bc8098%7C0%7C0%7C639065275855000263%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=W9CbPSkOLzRe2t8NsxKVK%2F2j08b2gu8hhc%2F7%2BIH1taI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.insidehighered.com%2Fnews%2Fadmissions%2Ftraditional-age%2F2025%2F12%2F11%2Fwho-benefits-direct-admissions-5-charts&data=05%7C02%7CSRobins%40nacacnet.org%7Cdd0d507aeedb474eef5f08de6a7b8201%7C477f44d4a7b84558b16ee27497bc8098%7C0%7C0%7C639065275855025332%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6qtgL8LkjNqqo3xIfgRJc1a%2B%2B6NOKbdTXKskB1Hw1Ko%3D&reserved=0
mailto:legislative@nacacnet.org

