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NACAC Meets with Lawmakers to Protect Federal Education Investments

As part of the Committee for Education Funding's (CEF) annual Hill Day, NACAC's Director of
Advocacy Sean Robins joined nearly 90 advocates in urging Congress to protect and invest in
education. Together, advocates met with 50 congressional offices in person and virtually to call
for the release of critical federal education funds and to reject proposed budget cuts for FY26.

Robins met with the offices of Rep. Madeleine Dean (D-PA-04), Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman
(D-NJ-12), and Rep. Chuck Edwards (R-NC-11) — each of whom serves on the House
Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human Services, Education, and Related
Agencies. These conversations were especially timely and critical as FY26 appropriations
negotiations get underway. During the meetings, Robins emphasized the need to:

e Release the nearly $7 billion in education funding currently being withheld from states

e Reject the president's FY26 budget request, which includes severe cuts to education
programs

¢ Maintain strong investments across the education continuum

During the day's Hill visits, Senate Republicans sent a letter to the Office of Management and
Budget and the U.S. Department of Education urging the release of the withheld funds. House
Republicans are reportedly considering a similar letter — an encouraging sign of bipartisan
concern over the delayed distribution of enacted education resources.

CEF and its member organizations, including NACAC, remain committed to ensuring students
and institutions receive the funding Congress has already approved and to advocating for
continued investments that advance equity and opportunity in education.


https://www.nacacnet.org/wp-content/uploads/NACAC_Advocacy_Statement-on-the-President-FY26-Budget_2025.06.pdf
https://www.capito.senate.gov/news/press-releases/capito-colleagues-advocate-for-critical-education-funding

