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 The Study

 The Data

• Institutional Data (10 selective institutions)

• Student Survey (N=9,200 completed questionnaires)

• Supplemental Data
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TABLE 3.1 

Student Personal and Academic Characteristics, and Percentage of 
Applicants Admitted, Fall 1997 

Category 
Percent of 

Applicantsa 
Percent 

Admitted 

Total Sample (N = 3,829) 100.0 34.6 

   

Student Personal Characteristics   

   

Race   

White 66.0 39.2 

Black 6.6 41.1 

Hispanic 5.3 28.6 

Asian 22.1 20.2 

   

Social Class   

Upper 5.2 31.1 

Upper-Middle 47.2 38.0 

Middle 37.3 33.1 

Working 9.1 26.0 

Lower 1.2 27.5 

   

Sex   

Male 47.6 31.2 

Female 52.4 37.6 
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TABLE 3.1 (continued) 

Student Personal and Academic Characteristics, and Percentage of 
Applicants Admitted, Fall 1997 

Category 
Percent of 

Applicantsa 
Percent 

Admitted 

   

Citizenship   

US 93.6 35.4 

Non-US 6.4 22.9 

   

Athlete   

Yes 19.7 39.8 

No 77.6 33.7 

Unknown 2.7 22.0 

   

Legacy   

Yes 22.6 40.3 

No 77.0 32.7 

Unknown 0.4 74.2 
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TABLE 3.1 (continued) 
 

Category 
Percent of 

Applicantsa 
Percent 

Admitted 

   

SAT Score   

< 1000 4.4 28.8 

1000 – 1099 6.3 28.4 

1100 – 1199 13.4 39.9 

1200 – 1299 19.6 32.3 

1300 – 1399 23.2 28.4 

1400 – 1499 17.2 39.9 

1500 – 1600 10.7 41.9 
Unknown 5.2 37.0 

Sample mean = 1296   
National mean = 1016b   

ACT Score   

0 – 15 0.1 18.5 

16 – 19 0.8 21.1 

20 – 24 7.9 40.1 

25 – 29 13.5 47.4 

30 – 36 11.6 44.9 
Unknown 66.2 29.7 

Sample mean = 27.4   
National mean = 21.0c   
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TABLE 3.1 (continued) 

Student Personal and Academic Characteristics, and Percentage of 
Applicants Admitted, Fall 1997 

Category 
Percent of 

Applicantsa 
Percent 

Admitted 

   

Number of AP Tests Taken   

0 21.1 33.8 

1 15.8 35.0 

2 11.8 38.0 

3 11.1 28.8 

4 10.4 39.4 

5 8.0 29.9 

6 7.4 35.5 

7 4.0 32.2 

8+ 4.6 41.9 
Unknown 5.8 33.4 

Sample mean = 3.7d   
National mean = 2.5e   
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TABLE 3.1 (continued) 

Student Personal and Academic Characteristics, and Percentage of 
Applicants Admitted, Fall 1997 

Category 
Percent of 

Applicantsa 
Percent 

Admitted 

   

Total Sample (N = 3,829) 100.0 34.6 

   

High School Type   

Public, non-magnet 67.4 34.5 

Public, magnet 8.0 33.4 

Private 15.2 36.9 

Parochial/Religious 8.8 31.0 

Unknown 0.7 48.2 

   

Elite 72 High Schoolf   

Yes 5.8 35.9 

No 94.1 34.5 

Unknown 0.1 67.4 

   

   

Source: National Study of College Experience 
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TABLE 3.2 
Differences Between Applicants to Public and Private NSCE Institutions in Acceptance 

Rates and Standardized Test Scores, Fall 1997a 

 Applicants to 
 

Category 
Public 

Institutions 
Private 

Institutions 
   

Total Sample (N = 3,829)   
Unweighted N  1,033  2,796 
Weighted N  27,171  52,051 

   
Overall Acceptance Rate (percent)  55.1  23.8 
   
SAT Score   

Average for all applicants  1205  1341 
   
ACT Score   

Average for all applicants  25.9  29.0 
Percent in 30-36 range  17.7  52.1 

   
SAT II (Achievement) Tests   

Percent taking none  50.2  7.4 
Average number of tests takenb  2.8  3.8 
   
Average test scores(s)  598  649 
Percent scoring 650 or abovec  32.2  56.0 
Percent scoring 750 or abovec  0.7  6.2 

   
Advanced Placement Examinations   

Percent taking none  37.8  14.3 
Average number of tests takenb  2.6  4.1 

   
 
Source: National Study of College Experience; Educational Testing Service 
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Figure 3.3 Racial Composition of Applicants to Public  and Private NSCE Institutions, 1997

Source: National Study of College Experience 
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TABLE 3.3 
Acceptance Rates to Public and Private NSCE Institutions, by 

Race and Social Class, Fall 1997 

 Percent Admitted 
 

Item 
 

Public Institutions 
 

Private Institutions 

Total 55.1 23.8 

Race   
White 56.2 25.7 
Black 58.5 31.0 
Hispanic 40.8 26.7 
Asian 39.9 18.4 

   
Social Class   

Lower 57.8 23.2 
Working 51.5 18.3 
Middle 57.4 21.2 
Upper-Middle 53.7 27.4 
Upper 65.0 25.1 

 
Source:  National Study of College Experience 
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Figure 3.5 Percentage of Students Admitted Within SAT Ranges, Applicants to Public 
and Private NSCE Institutions

Source: National Study of College Experience 11
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TABLE 3.4 
Odds Ratios from Logistic Regression Estimates of the Effect of Race and Social Class on Admission 

Probabilities to Public and Private NSCE Institutions, Fall 1997 

Predictor 
Variables 

 Public    Private  

Model 1 Model 2 Model 3  Model 4 Model 5 Model 6 

 Race        

 (White) – – –  – – – 

 Black 1.21 219.85*** 804.26***  1.29† 5.26*** 4.90*** 

 Hispanic 0.57* 1.64 1.63  0.92 1.99*** 2.23* 

 Asian 0.58* 0.19** 0.37  0.53*** 0.33*** 0.15*** 

 Social Class        

 Lower 3.45 0.93 0.43  0.66 2.02 0.09 

 Working 1.28 1.02 0.74  0.72 1.42 0.42 

 (Middle) – – –  – – – 

 Upper-Middle 1.38 1.44 2.42  1.51* 1.32 0.97 

 Upper 1.87 1.80 0.54  1.06 0.84 0.64 

 Race-Class Interactions       

 Black, Lower   1.42    256.19** 

 Black, Working   0.79    2.81 

 Black, Upper-Middle  0.05*    0.93 

 Black, Upper   –    0.12 

 Hispanic, Lower   1.42    65.43* 

 Hispanic, Working  14.97    3.38† 

 Hispanic, Upper-Middle  0.28    0.53 

 Hispanic, Upper   15246.43*    0.40 

 Asian, Lower   –    610.69*** 

 Asian, Working   7.39    19.62*** 

 Asian, Upper-Middle  0.16    2.54* 

 Asian, Upper   17.00    2.40 
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TABLE 3.4 (continued) 
Odds Ratios from Logistic Regression Estimates of the Effect of Race and Social Class on Admission 

Probabilities to Public and Private NSCE Institutions, Fall 1997 

Predictor 
Variables 

 Public    Private  

Model 1 Model 2 Model 3  Model 4 Model 5 Model 6 

Student Personal 
Characteristics   

 
   

 Sex        

 (Male)  – –   – – 

 Female  0.80 0.80   1.65** 1.65** 

 Citizenship        

 (US)  – –   – – 

 Non-US Citizen  0.84 0.80   1.83† 1.59 

 Athlete        

 (No)  – –   – – 

 Yes  16.42** 21.83**   2.33*** 2.22*** 

 Legacy        

 (No)  – –   – – 

 Yes  1.87 1.69   1.23 1.26 
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TABLE 3.4 (continued) 
Odds Ratios from Logistic Regression Estimates of the Effect of Race and Social Class on Admission 

Probabilities to Public and Private NSCE Institutions, Fall 1997 

Predictor 
Variables 

 Public    Private  

Model 1 Model 2 Model 3  Model 4 Model 5 Model 6 

Student Academic Characteristics      

 SAT Score        

 < 1000  1.88 1.40   0.02*** 0.01*** 

 1000 – 1099  0.59 0.42   0.17** 0.13** 

 1100 – 1199  3.53 2.71   0.53† 0.52† 

 (1200 – 1299)  – –   – – 

 1300 – 1399  0.71 0.48   0.74 0.78 

 1400 – 1499  20.12† 18.68   2.85** 3.00** 

 1500 – 1600  112.06* 109.11*   4.98*** 5.50*** 

 Unknown  0.12 0.11   0.33 0.27 

 ACT Score        

 1 – 15  0.00**a 0.00***a   – – 

 16 – 19  0.00***a 0.00***a   9.08† 14.74* 

 20 – 24  0.09** 0.15*   0.66 0.68 

 (25 – 29)  – –   – – 

 30 – 36  5363.96* 3960.07*   1.85† 1.82 

 Unknown  0.01*** 0.01***   0.78 0.69 
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TABLE 3.4 (continued) 
Odds Ratios from Logistic Regression Estimates of the Effect of Race and Social Class on Admission 

Probabilities to Public and Private NSCE Institutions, Fall 1997 

Predictor 
Variables 

 Public    Private  

Model 1 Model 2 Model 3  Model 4 Model 5 Model 6 

Student Academic Characteristics      

 Number of AP Tests Taken       

 (0)  – –   – – 

 1  0.87 1.29   0.67 0.71 

 2  9.77** 16.79**   1.01 1.03 

 3  1.42 2.34   0.67 0.67 

 4  637.96*** 1357.12***   1.07 1.07 

 5  843.23*** 2001.96***   1.43 1.57 

 6  12089.13*** 7380.44***   0.94 0.97 

 7  0.35 0.28   1.05 1.09 

 8+  – –   1.25 1.75 

 Unknown  6.94 8.71†   0.42 0.45 

 Number of SAT II (Subject or 
 Achievement) Tests Taken   

 
   

 1 – 2  11.54* 12.90*   4.94** 5.56*** 

 (3)  – –   – – 

 4 – 5  0.90 0.84   1.17 1.24 

 6 – 7  991481.7** 439204.6***   1.40 1.27 

 8+  – –   2.51 2.49 

Average Score on SAT  
II Tests   

 
   

 (<650)  – –   – – 

 650 – 749  0.47 0.56   1.69* 1.79* 

 750+  – –   4.56** 4.54** 15
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TABLE 3.4 (continued) 
Odds Ratios from Logistic Regression Estimates of the Effect of Race and Social Class on Admission Probabilities 

to Public and Private NSCE Institutions, Fall 1997 

Predictor 
Variables 

 Public    Private  

Model 1 Model 2 Model 3  Model 4 Model 5 Model 6 

 SAT II Information Missing       

 (No)  – –   – – 

 Yes  0.06* 0.06*   2.32† 2.52* 

 High School GPA        

 A+  1959.71*** 2492.85***   3.15* 3.94** 

 A  18.06*** 19.18***   1.84 2.38† 

 A-  13.21*** 15.74***   1.31 1.46 

 (B+ or lower)  – –   – – 

 No response  0.69 0.94   2.13 2.69 

High School Class Rank       

 Top 10 percent  13.41** 12.48**   7.05*** 4.85** 

 Next 10 percent  11.46** 12.53**   3.64** 2.72* 

 (Bottom 80 percent) – –   – – 

 No response  6.28* 5.12†   1.61 1.08 

 SDQ Information Missing       

 (No)  – –   – – 

 Yes  24.98* 19.79†   8.07*** 7.02** 

        
Source:  National Study of College Experience 
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TABLE 3.4 (continued) 
Odds Ratios from Logistic Regression Estimates of the Effect of Race and Social Class on Admission Probabilities 

to Public and Private NSCE Institutions, Fall 1997 

Predictor 
Variables 

 Public    Private  

Model 1 Model 2 Model 3  Model 4 Model 5 Model 6 
 National Merit or 
 Achievement Scholar    

 
   

 (No)  – –   – – 

 Yes  0.93 1.06   1.50* 1.55* 

 High School Type        

 (Public, non-magnet) – –   – – 

 Public, magnet  0.15* 0.15*   1.10 1.04 

 Parochial/Religious  0.18† 0.28   1.17 1.33 

 Private  2.29 2.69   2.03** 2.27** 

 Unknown  627.83** 1585.19**   4.08* 3.94* 

 Elite 72 High School        

 (No)  – –   – – 

 Yes  30.72** 34.40**   3.09*** 3.25*** 

        
Source:  National Study of College Experience 
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 TABLE 3.5 
Race and Social Class Admission Preferences at Public and Private Institutions 

Measured in ACT and SAT Points, Fall 1997 

 Public Institutions Private Institutions 
 

Item 
ACT–Point Equivalents 

(out of 36) 
SAT–Point Equivalents 

(out of 1600) 

Race   
(White) – – 
Black 3.8 310 
Hispanic 0.3 130 
Asian -3.4 -140 

   
Social Class   

Lower -0.1 130 
Working 0.0 70 
(Middle) – – 
Upper-Middle 0.3 50 
Upper 0.4 -30 

 
Source:  National Study of College Experience 
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Figure 3.9 Effect of Race and Social Class on the Probability of Being Admitted to Private 
NSCE Institutions, All Other Things Held Constant, 1997

Note: Based on Model 6 in Table 3.4
Source: National Study of College Experience
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TABLE 3.6 

Immigrant Generation of Applicants to Public and Private NSCE Institutions, by Race, Fall 1997 
(Percentage Distribution) 

  Public  Private 
Immigrant 
Generation 

  
Total 

 
White 

 
Black 

 
Hispanic 

 
Asian 

  
Total 

 
White 

 
Black 

 
Hispanic 

 
Asian 

 
First 

  
3.0 

 
0.1 

 
5.7 

 
19.8 

 
39.2 

  
16.7 

 
6.8 

 
11.5 

 
19.9 

 
35.0 

 
Second 

  
8.2 

 
4.2 

 
8.4 

 
53.1 

 
54.1 

  
28.1 

 
10.1 

 
28.3 

 
46.6 

 
56.5 

 
Third 

  
19.9 

 
22.6 

 
1.9 

 
15.2 

 
2.7 

  
14.1 

 
21.4 

 
3.1 

 
18.6 

 
2.1 

 
Fourth and 
Higher 

  
66.6 

 
71.0 

 
79.4 

 
9.7 

 
1.5 

  
38.3 

 
59.4 

 
51.0 

 
13.6 

 
3.3 

 
Unknown 

  
2.3 

 
2.1 

 
4.6 

 
2.2 

 
2.6 

  
2.8 

 
2.4 

 
6.1 

 
1.4 

 
3.1 

 
Total 

  
100.0 

 
100.0 

 
100.0 

 
100.0 

 
100.0 

  
100.0 

 
100.0 

 
100.0 

 
100.0 

 
100.0 

 
N (unweighted) 
 

  
1,033 

 
308 

 
328 

 
167 

 
230 

  
2,796 

 
766 

 
531 

 
733 

 
766 

 
Source:  National Study of College Experience 
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Figure 3.10 Black Applicants to Seven NSCE Institutions Who are Fourth Immigrant 
Generation or Higher, Single Race, or Descendants, by Type of Institution, 1997 

Source: National Study of College Experience
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Figure 3.11 Acceptance Rates for Black Applicants to Seven NSCE Institutions, by Type of 
Institution and Whether Applicants are Descendants or Non-Descendants, 1997 

Source: National Study of College Experience
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TABLE 3.7 
Odds Ratios from Logistic Regression Estimates of the Effect of Race, 

Immigrant Generation, and Social Class on Admission Probabilities to Public 
 and Private NSCE Institutions, Fall 1997 

Predictor Variables  Public Private 

Disaggregated Race   

(White) – – 

Black descendants 333.88*** 9.81*** 

Black non-descendants 106.78*** 3.89*** 

Hispanic 1st generation 2.35 1.11 

Hispanic 2nd generation  0.32 2.79*** 
Hispanic 3rd and higher 

generation 12.97 1.68† 

Asian 1st generation 0.11 0.39** 

Asian 2nd generation 0.24* 0.27*** 

Asian 3rd and higher generation 0.15 0.61 

   

Social Classa   

Low 1.02 1.44 

(Middle) – – 

High 1.40 1.26 

   
 
Source:  National Study of College Experience 
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Figure 8.5 Percent of Enrolled Students from Upper-Middle or Upper Class Backgrounds, 
by Cohort 

Note: Eight NSCE Institutions (N=6,350) 
Source: National Study of College Experience
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Figure 8.6 Social Class Profile of NSCE Students from Application to College Graduation, 
1997 Cohort 

Note: Seven NSCE Institutions (N=3,670) 
Source: National Study of College Experience
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TABLE 8.1 
Combined Percentage of Upper-Middle and Upper Class Students in Successive Stages of the  

Application-to-Graduation Process, 1997 Cohort 

 
Category 

All 
Applicants 

All Accepted 
Students 

All 
Matriculants 

Graduated Within 
Six Years 

All Students 51.7 56.5 60.1 60.0 
     
Public 56.9 56.6 60.9 60.4 
Private 49.1 56.3 59.4 59.6 
     
White 57.8 61.1 65.4 64.9 
Black 26.0 25.0 27.6 27.7 
Hispanic 37.1 38.2 38.3 39.4 
Asian 43.2 55.2 56.1 56.2 

Source: National Study of College Experience 
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TABLE 9.1 
Effect of Eliminating Affirmative Action at Private Institutions: Simulation Results, Fall 1997 

   Difference From Observed Baseline Admitted 
If 

 

Item 

Observed Baseline 

Applications 

Observed Baseline 

Admitted 

No Affirmative  

Actiona 

Race-Neutral  

Admissionb 

Total 51,836 12,233 0 0 

Race (%)     

White 55.7 59.9 4.6 -6.5 

Black 6.3 8.3 -4.7 -5.5 

Hispanic 7.0 7.9 -2.1 -3.2 

Asian 31.0 23.9 2.2 15.1 
     

Social Class (%)     

Lower 1.6 1.6 -0.8 -1.2 

Working 10.7 8.3 -2.0 -4.3 

Middle 38.0 33.4 -0.4 5.8 

Upper-Middle 43.0 49.6 2.5 -0.5 

Upper 6.8 7.2 0.7 0.1 
     

Race and Social Class (%)     

Minority, bottom 2 classes 3.5 4.5 -3.3 -3.6 

Non-minority, bottom 2 
classes 

8.8 5.4 0.4 -1.9 

Minority, top 3 classes 9.8 11.7 -3.5 -5.1 

Non-minority, top 3 
classes 

78.0 78.4 6.4 10.5 

     
Mean SAT Score 1,340 1,405 5 10 
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TABLE 9.2 
Effect of Giving More Weight to Low-Income Students at Private Institutions: Simulation Results, Fall 1997 

Item 
Observed Baseline 

Admitted 

Difference From Observed Baseline Admitted If 

Substitute Black and 
Hispanic Weights  

for Lower and 
Working Classes 

Substitute Legacy 
Weight for  

Lower Classa 

Substitute Legacy 
Weight for Lower  

and Working 
Classesa 

Total 12,233 0 0 0 

Race (%)     

White 59.9 -2.4 -0.4 -2.7 

Black 8.3 1.0 0.2 1.2 

Hispanic 7.9 0.9 0.1 1.1 

Asian 23.9 0.4 0.1 0.4 
     

Social Class (%)     

Lower 1.6 3.6 3.2 2.9 

Working 8.3 7.2 -0.3 8.7 

Middle 33.4 -4.1 -1.1 -4.4 

Upper-Middle 49.6 -5.8 -1.6 -6.3 

Upper 7.2 -1.0 -0.3 -1.1 
     

Race and Social Class (%)     

Minority, bottom 2 
classes 4.5 3.3 0.6 3.7 

Non-minority, bottom 2 
classes 5.4 7.5 2.3 7.9 

Minority, top 3 classes 11.7 -1.3 -0.3 -1.4 

Non-minority, top 3 
classes 78.4 -9.5 -2.5 -10.2 

     
Mean SAT Score 1,405 -17 -7 -19 
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TABLE 9.3 
Effect of Substituting Other Policies for Affirmative Action at Private Institutions: Simulation Results, Fall 1997 

Item 
Observed Baseline 

Admitted 

Difference From Observed Baseline Admitted If 

No Affirmative Action 
More Low-Income 

Weighta 

No Affirmative Action, 
More Low-Income 

Weight, Less Emphasis 
on Academic 
Performanceb 

No Affirmative Action, 
More Low-Income 
Weight, No Weight  

to Academic 
Performancec 

Total 12,233 0 0 0 

Race (%)     

White 59.9 3.0 2.4 2.2 

Black 8.3 -4.3 -2.5 -0.7 

Hispanic 7.9 -1.7 -1.0 -0.6 

Asian 23.9 2.9 1.1 -0.9 

Social Class (%)     

Lower 1.6 2.5 3.0 3.4 

Working 8.3 4.5 6.7 8.4 

Middle 33.4 -4.0 -5.2 -5.1 

Upper-Middle 49.6 -2.9 -4.7 -7.4 

Upper 7.2 -0.2 0.2 0.7 

Race and Social Class (%)     

Minority, bottom 2 classes 4.5 -1.5 -0.4 0.2 

Non-minority, bottom 2 
classes 5.4 8.5 10.1 11.5 

Minority, top 3 classes 11.7 -4.4 -3.2 -1.6 

Non-minority, top 3 classes 78.4 -2.6 -6.5 -10.2 

Mean SAT Score 1,405 -5 -34 -76 
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TABLE 9.8 
A Comparison of the Profiles of Admitted Students Under Two Conditions: 

Current Policy (Affirmative Action with an Achievement Gap) Versus 
No Affirmative Action and No Academic Achievement Gap, 

Private and Public Institutions Combined, Fall 1997 

 
Item 

 
Current Policy 

No Affirmative Action, 
No Achievement Gap 

Total Admitted 26,418 26,418 
   
Race (percentage)   

White 74.6 73.8 
Black 8.0 8.4 
Hispanic 4.5 4.9 
Asian 12.9 12.9 

   
Social Class (percentage)a   

Low 8.1 7.0 
Middle 35.9 36.6 
High 56.0 56.4 

   
Mean SAT Score 1299 1321 

 



8/17/2009

11

Source: All figures and tables are from

Thomas J. Espenshade and Alexandria Walton Radford. 2009. No Longer 
Separate, Not Yet Equal: Race and Class in Elite College Admission and 
Campus Life. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press. forthcoming.

© Princeton University Press
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Against the backdrop of today’s increasingly multicultural 
society, are America’s elite colleges admitting and successfully 
educating a diverse student body? No Longer Separate, Not Yet 

Equal pulls back the curtain on the selective college experience 
and takes a rigorous and comprehensive look at how race and 
social class impact each stage—from application and admission, 

to enrollment and student life on campus. Arguing that elite 
higher education contributes to both social mobility and 
inequality, the authors investigate such areas as admission 

advantages for minorities, academic achievement gaps tied to 
race and class, unequal burdens in paying for tuition, and 
satisfaction with college experiences.

The book’s analysis is based on data provided by the National 
Survey of College Experience, collected from more than nine 

thousand students who applied to one of ten selective colleges 
between the early 1980s and late 1990s. The authors explore the 
composition of applicant pools, factoring in background and 

―selective admission enhancement strategies‖—including AP 
classes, test-prep courses, and extracurriculars—to assess how 
these strengthen applications. On campus, the authors examine 

roommate choices, friendship circles, and degrees of social 
interaction, and discover that while students from different 
racial and class circumstances are not separate in college, they 

do not mix as much as one might expect. The book encourages 
greater interaction among student groups and calls on 
educational institutions to improve access for students of lower 

socioeconomic status.

No Longer Separate, Not Yet Equal offers valuable insights into 

the intricate workings of America’s elite higher education 
system.
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Questions?
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