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Live from Seattle: It’s Saturday Night!

ÅSNL is part of the culture

ÅHigh tech-high touch

ÅSatire draws students into the college process 

ÅInteractive, humorous, cynical, safe

ÅWOW! factor captures studentsõ interest



The WOW Factor: 

How to Wow!
ñA showstopper element that will engage the 

sense of the attendees, waking them up, 

grabbing their attention, stopping óem dead in 

their tracks, result in big buzzò R. Aaron

ñAny innovation that impresses the onlooker or 

participant into a gasp of admirationò T. Carey



ñWhen achieved, [the wow factor] causes the 
primary message to be received and 
remembered at a subconscious level--a level 
that stays with the viewer for for longer than 
merely at the conscious intellectual levelò T. 
Shapiro

òSpontaneous emotional response to creatively 
produced meetings and events where guests and 
attendees experience intangible moments of ah-
ha related to theme, objective, and branding. D. 
Devetter



Weekend Update-SNL

ðWhat do you do on the weekends?

ðHow did you decide to go here?

ðWhatõs your living (commuting) like?

ðHow hard is the work?

ðHowõs your social life?

ðHow did you get accepted?

ðCome back for your college reunion. Imagine 
yourself in 5-10 years after graduation.

-- Great with a microphone 



ÅYouõre sending your son to where? 

ÅIs it in the Fiske Guide to Colleges?

ÅI never heard of that college. 

ÅIs it a good school?

ÅDo we know anyone who went there?

Parents’ Lament



High Anxiety -- Low College IQ

ÅIf itõs not a name brand, they avoid it.

ÅMost choose colleges within 50 miles.

ÅStudents know little about college life.

ÅThey donõt remember what we say.



The “Net” Generation

ÅHigh tech multi-taskers

ÅThrive on sound bytes, social 

networking, Googling, and Wikipedia

ÅTune out lectures and speeches

ÅEnjoy vicarious thrills of reality and 

game shows and electronic games



Rejecting the Rejection

ÅBe prepared to be òvoted offó by the college. 
Confront the stress of a college rejection letter 
in advance.

ÅWrite a letter to your reach college, rejecting 
their potential rejection.

ÅExperience òenvelopeó and òrejectionó anxiety 
by reading it in advance. Use in vivo practice 
and flooding.

ÅDecide to find a safety school youõd like to 
attend and that likes you.



Dear Dean Fitzsimmons,

Thank you for your informative letter of April 7. I appreciate the time and 
effort you took in composing this letter and how hard it was to agonize over my 
incredible application. As you know, I receive many letters like yours, and I 
address each one carefully and fully. 

However, I regret to inform you that, after much deliberation, I have no 
other option at this time than to reject your rejection letter. My 5.7 GPA, and 
2390 on the SATõs are well above getting rejected by your school.

While your rationale was well organized, and your writing style cogent and 
convincing, there were simply too many other valuable options for me.  I wish you 
well in your search for the Harvard class of 2013, but I have better ways of 
spending $192,000. If I can be of help in the future to you or your institution, 
donõt hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely yours,

Shannah S. Superlative



Dear Coach and Admission Director, 

I have thought a great deal  about your recent correspondence. You 

have tried to present relevant reasons for my rejection and I appreciate 

your somewhat sincere effort in rejecting me. However, I was quite 

surprised by your rejection after you aggressively recruited me to play

football, and I was disappointed in your mediocre follow-up after my 

visit. I do weigh each rejection letter carefully, and in my final 

analysis, your rejection is not up to par. The recruiting dinners were

fun and the tour was OK, but overall, your rejection and your school 

were not worth it.      

Very truly yours,

Fernando Forever Football

-



I donõt know anything about college !

ÅThinking about college is scary.

ÅThe Barronõs book is way too big.

ÅThey all look the same.

ÅNothing interests me.

ÅIõm afraid of getting rejected. I wonõt try.

ÅMy parents didnõt go.

ÅMy friends arenõt  going to college.



Game and Reality Show World

ÅParticipant vs. spectator

ÅMulti-sensory, interactive, fun

ÅInsulated from real college pressure

ÅPractice alternatives 

ÅInstant reinforcement and learning

ÅHigh energy, high excitement

ÅCliff hangers

ÅThe power to choose



ÅBrad Pitt

ÅJodie Foster

ÅSteven Spielberg

ÅMeg Ryan

ÅDennis Rodman

ÅBill Gates

ÅDonald Trump

ÅDenzel Washington

ÅTom Clancy

ÅGarrison Keeler



Dancing with the Stars

Brad Pitt                   U of Missouri at Columbia

Jodie Foster    Yale U  magna cum laude

Steven Spielberg    Cal State Long Beach 
rejected by UCLA/USC 

Meg Ryan             NYU

Dennis Rodman Southeastern Oklahoma State U

Bill Gates attended Harvard College 

Donald Trump Wharton  U Penn

Denzel Washington Fordham University

Tom Clancy Loyola College, Baltimore

Garrison Keeler  U Minnesota



Dancing with the Stars

Lucy Liu

Colin Powell

Bill Cosby

Steve Jobs

J.K. Rowling

Michael Jordan

Oprah Winfrey

Eva Longoria

P Diddy



Dancing with the Stars

Lucy Liu U Michigan 

Colin Powell City College NY

Bill Cosby Temple University

Steve Jobs Reed College

J.K. Rowling U of Exeter --French

Michael Jordan UNC -- cultural geography

Oprah Winfrey Tennessee State University

Eva Longoria Texas A&M -- kinesiology

P Diddy attended Howard University 



Dancing with the Stars

Tina Fey 

Steve Carrell

Kim Kardashian

Spike Lee

Natalie Portman

John Mayer

Jennifer Garner

Ellen de Generes

James Gandolfini



Tina Fey UVA --drama

Steve Carrell Denison University

Kim Kardashian University of Arizona --theatre arts

Spike Lee Morehouse College --mass comm

NYU Tisch School --film & TV

Natalie Portman Harvard --psychology/Hebrew U

John Mayer attended Berklee College

Jennifer Garner Denison; Drama after chemistry

Ellen deGeneres attended University of New Orleans

James Gandolfini Rutgers University -communication



American 

Idol
Joe Biden

Sarah Palin

Barack Obama 

Hillary Clinton

John McCain

Nancy Pelosi

Bill Clinton

Rudy Giuliani   



American Political Idol

Joe Biden U Delaware

Sarah Palin U Idaho after Hawaii Pacific College, 
North Idaho College, Matanuski -
Susitna C.

Barack Obama Columbia University after Occidental C.

Hillary Clinton Wellesley College

John McCain US Naval Academy 

Nancy Pelosi Trinity College  DC

Bill Clinton Georgetown

Rudy Giuliani   Manhattan College



Swimming with the Stars

Michael  Phelps

Brendan Hansen

Aaron Peirsol

Jason LezaK



Swimming with the Stars

Michael  Phelps    U Michigan -didnôt swim 

Brendan Hansen U Texas  ó05

Aaron Peirson U Texas student

Jason Lezak UC Santa Barbara ó99



ÅFirst African American to share or hold a 
world record in swimming:

Å 4 X 100 free relay world record

ÅBroke 50 free US record (broken the next day 
by  Garrett Weber Gale)

ÅNative of NYC

ÅGrew up in Irvington, NJ

ÅLearned to swim after nearly drowning at 5 
years



Game Shows and..

ÅDeal or No Deal, Letõs Make a Deal, The 
Price is Right, Family Feud, Solitaire, Whose 
Line Is It Anyway

ÅMake comparisons and forced choices

ÅFamily learns together

ÅLearn about differences in colleges

ÅReality check -- $$$, distance, grades

ÅExternalizes issues to reduce anxiety



4. Game Shows

Jeopardy Goes to College

ÅInteractive, empowering, energizing

ÅMusical jingles: Come on down!  Door #1

ÅGreat for learning and short-term recall

ÅGet excited about college without lectures

ÅStudent and parent workshops

ÅStudents love to create their own games



Creating College Games
Save a copy of the original; rename the file to you create a new game. 

For each pair (x,y),  the 1st number (x)  is the horizontal row. The 2nd

number (y)  is the vertical column, e.g.  

Column 1: (1,1) (2,1)  (3,1) (4,1) (5,1)  

Column 2  (1,2) (2,2)  (3,2) (4,2) (5,2)

Column 3: (1,3) (2,3)  (3,3) (4,3) (5,3)

Column 4: (1,4) (2,4)  (3,4) (4,4) (5,4)

Column 5:  (1,5) (2,5) (3,5) (4,5) (5,5)

Run show. Click down arrow. The answer appears in the green box.

Click on green for the question box to appear above it. Click the house to 
return to the game board.

Make sure you are in the View PPT mode to run.

Game templates available on free access teacher tool websites.

Comply with copyright and free access laws.



Games reflect non-cognitive

admission factors

ÅStudentõs value-drive decisions, integrity

ÅCuriosity

ÅEnergy & passion

ÅSeriousness of purpose & mature choices

ÅCritical/analytical, higher level thinking

ÅWillingness and persistence in finding solutions

ÅOvercome obstacles



Deal or No Deal
$$$$ Decisions

ÅPublic colleges, community colleges

ÅCommuter, residence assistant

ÅCooperative ed, scholarships

ÅHistorically black or first generation

ÅMale or Female

ÅLearning disabilities programs

ÅEnvironmental sustainability

ÅUnique majors



Deal or No Deal

3   AP credit score

Typical study hrs for each hr of class time

Average class hrs per week per course

# of subtest on the SAT

4 Subtest on the ACT

Average # of courses per semester

Minimum # of H.S. academics per year

1 # of colleges you can matriculate at

Common Reply date in May

Earliest January date to file FAFSA

# of colleges to send your deposit



Deal or No Deal

50 Approximate students who drop out of 

of 4 year college

Majority attends college within this

distance from home

Average (50%ile) on PSAT



ÅWrite one college name on each card.

ÅRank by important criteria, e.g. location, $

ÅContinue until you have your top colleges  
ranked by several criteria.  

ÅEliminate the bottom cards. Start again.

ÅParents can sort colleges using separate cards 
and compare rank order with student.

ÅTop and bottom ranked colleges often match in 
family sessions.

Deal or No Deal



Survivor

Which College Goes Off the List?

Dad Mom Me

Davidson    Goucher Goucher

Ursinus Ursinus Ramapo

Goucher Occidental Ursinus

Ramapo      Ramapo Occidental

Emerson Emerson Emerson

Occidental    Davidson Davidson



Let’s Make a Deal!
My Choices

Door 1         Door 2 Door 3

______         ______          _______
creative green         state tuition

arts liberal arts liberal arts

City campus Baltimore/DC suburban

Boston 3 hrs. from home Near NYC

colder near boyfriend commute



My College Sweatshirt



What to Wear

My College Sweatshirt

Left sleeve  Your best personal quality

Right sleeve Best academic strength

Bottom hem  Dream career/major

Front Dream college (or undecided)

Below shirt What youõre worried about in

the college process

Above shirt Something important that you 
want in your college



Be Accepted Bingo

NUMB3ERS

Quick and inexpensive game board

Student can create web/electronic games

Free spaces promote college steps

Across, down, diagonal for prizes



College Bingo 

2 50 5 16 20

0 3 2,000 3,600 36

4 16 Free 

Space

500 3

36 1 500 1 800

800 20 1 4 5



College Bingo-2

16 800 5 16 1

2000 3 0 4 20

4 2 Free 

Space

500 3

800 1 500 20 36

5 36 50 3600 5



Numb3ers Bingo

ÅWhat is the highest score on an SAT subtest?

ÅApproximate number of 2 year collegesé

ÅColleges may aware credit for these AP 
scores.

ÅAverage number of academic teacher 
recommendations for 4 year competitive 
colleges

ÅSince you are beginning the college process, 
itôs OK to ask many questions because how 
many college applications have high school 
students completed before their senior year? 



ÅCommon Reply Date in May isé (or # of 
colleges you can begin college at)

ÅTypical number of academic course units 
required for competitive colleges

ÅAverage score an an ACT test (50%ile)

ÅApproximate # of accredited colleges in US

ÅApproximate SAT subtest average score 
(50%ile) 

ÅApproximate percentage of college students 
who drop out of 4 year colleges

ÅHighest score on an ACT test



New York

University
Georgetown

University

Wellesley

College

Tennessee

State 

University

Free Space

For signing  

up for ACT or 

SAT

Free Space

for turning 

in your brag 

sheet

U of 

Michigan

U of

Minnesota

California

State U. at 

Long Beach

Morehouse

College

City College 

of

New York

Loyola 

College of 

MD

Free 

Space

for coming to

workshop

City 

College of 

New York

Loyola College 

of MD

Manhattan

College
U of 

Minnesota

Manhattan 

College

Morehouse

College

Reed

College

Fordham 

University

Free Space

for College 

night

Temple U. University 

of Southern 

California

Harvard



Celebrity Bingo

ÅBill Clintonôs Alma Mater

ÅBut Hillary Clinton went to this school

ÅMark Phelps studied here but didnôt swim.

ÅHome to Garrison Keeler and Prairie Home 
Companion

ÅSteven Spielberg finally graduated from here.

ÅOprah graduated from.. 

ÅMeg Ryan graduated from here

ÅColin Powell stayed home at this college



ÅBill Gates achieved success without  a 
degree fromé

ÅTom Clancy made this college famous

ÅThis institution rejected Steven Spielberg

ÅRudy Giuliani also went to this NYC college

ÅStephen Job went west toé.

ÅDenzel Washington is another NYC grad of.
Spike Lee went to this southern college.

ÅBill Cosby went here



Sign up

for SAT

Take

College

tour

Find

FAFSA

on web

Free Day

No apps

Ask

For

Rec Letters

Go to 

Senior

Night

Sign up

For ACT

Sort 

College 

Mail

Go to 

College 

Fair

Check your 

transcript.

Ask for Rec

Letters

Check in 

with your 

counselor

Free 

Space

Choose 

Safety

College

Day Off

From

Essays

Choose

Safety

College

No

College

Dinner 

Talk

Check 

your 

transcript

Sign up

For SAT

Check in

with your

counselor

Sleep Late

Saturday

Go to 

College 

Fair

Go to FA

Workshop

Make

Appt for

Interview

Take 

college

tour



1.    Lowest score range on the SAT  200

2.    Average score (50th percentile) on the ACT 20

3.    Highest score on the ACT  36

4.    Number of colleges you can matriculate at  1

5.    Number of college applications you have 

submitted before now  0

6.    Number of accredited 2 and 4 year colleges 3600

7.    Number of accredited 4 year colleges 2000

8.    Common Reply date in May 1

9.    Approximate SAT average (50th %ile) score 500

10.   Number of academic college prep courses

for a competitive college  16



11.  Average number of courses you take in a 

college semester is  4 or 5

12.  Recommended number of academic

teacher recommendations 2

13.  Majority of college students in US attend  50

college within how many miles of their home

14.  Minimum number of hours you should read and  

study per class hour to do well  3

15.  Approximate percentage of students who

drop out of a 4 year college  50

16.  Typical number of hours per week for a course  3

17.   Usual minimum GPA required to stay in college 2



18.  Number of different subscores on the SAT 3

19.  Number of subject test scores on the ACT 4

20   Highest score on an AP exam  5

21.  Colleges award credit for these AP scores  3, 4, or 5

22.  Earliest date in January to submit 2009 FAFSA 1

23.  Number of academic college prep classes

you should take each year  4 or 5 

24. Highest total SAT score  2400  

25.  Highest score on an SAT subtest 800



Bingo

Free 

Space



Drew Carey’s Whose Line Is It Anyway

College Mad Libs

Think of a 

1. College Name        _______________

2.  Action verb             _______________

3.  Zany action verb _______________

4.  Adverb _______________

5.  Wild Adjective _______________

6.  College Major _______________

7.  Unusual College Major _______________

8.  Unusual Career _______________

9.  Wild adjective _______________



College Mad Lib 

ÅAs an applicant to ___1___College, I have 
prepared myself to ___2___and ___3___.

ÅI have worked very ___4___ in high school 
and my school counselor describes me as 
extremely ___5___. 

ÅI hope to study ___6____  or even ___7___.

ÅIn the future I plan to have a successful 
career as a ___8___.

ÅIôm sure to be admitted with a profile like 
mine. Itôs sooooo ___9___.



Students want more college 

WOW experiences
ÅStudents love to create their own games and 

use them into classes

ÅBuild fun into junior-senior nights and parent 
programs--learn while theyôre having fun

ÅAdapt games to family needs, e.g. first 
generation, bilingual, commuter

ÅConsider studentsô emotions, culture, 
motivation, and their unmet needs

ÅSelect shows for maximum emotional 
experience and learning impact
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